
Gannet photography workshop 

19-21 June 2023, Percé and Bonaventure Island, Québec

Join photographers John Chardine and David Elliott for a spectacular 3-day wildlife 
photography workshop  at Percé, Gaspé Peninsula, Québec and nearby 
Bonaventure Island in June 2023. Bonaventure Island is home to the third largest 
Northern Gannet colony in the world. These magnificent seabirds breed along a 
several kilometre section of the cliff-top of the island. In June, birds are courting, 
nest building and incubating. Bonaventure Island is a Québec national park and the 
agency allows unprecedented access to the birds. In many places you have them 
literally at your feet! This rich area offers many opportunities for landscape and 
nature photography, particularly birds!

John Chardine  - I have loved birds all my life and 
translated this into a career as a professional 
ornithologist with the Canadian Wildlife Service. I 
bought my first camera when I was 8 years old and 
have always had one with me. Photography and birds 
go hand in hand and for the past 14 years I have 
dedictated myself to bird photography. My 
photographs have been widely published in books, 
magazines and permanent exhibits. I acted as a 
moderator in the critique-based web forum 
birdphotographers.net and as photo editor for the 
acclaimed book "Breeding Birds of the Maritime 
Provinces". Currently I manage the onboard   
photography program for Hurtigruten Expeditions. I 
have spent many years studying and photographing 
gannets and I look forward to sharing my knowledge 
and experience with you.

David Elliott - Photography has been a passion for 
me for over 20 years. My works have been published 
in local papers and magazines. A recent eagle image 
was chosen as the top image for the day by National 
Geographic. My photographic interests are many and 
range from landscape to wildlife, weddings to events, 
portraits  to fashion, and even real estate. I have 
conducted workshops on getting the best out of your 
camera, learning different modes of shooting, 
understanding light, using filters to capture 
certain  details,  using flash, reflectors and modifiers 
and night photography. Like John, I am looking 
forward to sharing my passion and skills with you in 
this fantastic workshop. We will have a lot of fun!

What is included in the workshop

Three full days of 1-on-1 and group instruction in the field, on wildlife and bird photography, including optimum 
camera operation, exposure, lighting, composition, camera and head angle, birds in flight photography and other 
action; essentials of landscape photography; night photography if the conditions allow. Other topics can be covered 
on demand.



Evening information sessions reviewing the day's shooting, question and answer; review of asset management and 
image processing using Lightroom. 




Price

The cost of the three day workshop is $500 per person. The fee excludes the charter boat ticket to and from 
Bonaventure Island (ca. $45 per person), a daily parking fee, and the fee to enter the national park ($10.00 per 
person). Additional costs also include transportation, food and accommodation. A $100 non-refundable deposit will 
be due at the time of booking and the balance one month before the start of the workshop. Contact John at 
chardinephoto@gmail.com for payment options- e-transfer to that address is the best.




Transportation

Percé is about 800km by road from Halifax, NS. The drive is very pleasant with lots of photo opportunities. There is 
an option to fly via Québec City to the city of Gaspé and rent a car there. Percé is about 1 hr south of Gaspé. For a 
more leasurely trip, a car ferry operates from Souris, PEI to the beautiful Magdelaine Islands. From there you can then 
catch a car ferry to Chandler, about 45 minutes south of Percé by car.




Workshop logisitics

The workshop will start early Monday morning 19 June 2023 so you will need to arrive at Percé the day before on 18 
June.  We will have a welcome meeting and introduction after you arrive on Sunday night at our hotel (see below). We 
will spend three full days (19-21 June) photographing on Bonaventure Island and will plan a fairwell dinner (not 
included) on the evening of 21 June. 




We recommend  staying at the wonderful Au Pic de L'Aurore in Percé (see map to right). They offer a range of rooms 
and chalets with single or multiple accommodation, some with kichenettes or full kitchens. We recommended you 
book a room with a kitchen or kitchenette so you can make your own breakfast and picnic lunch. There is one good 
grocery store in Percé! Most of the rooms have beautiful views of Percé Rock and Bonaventure Island.  You can book 
at:



https://percechalet.com/en/



Call Jean-François at the hotel for more information at (866)-882-2151, or email Info@percechalet.com. Mention  
John and David's gannet photo workshop.




Bonaventure Island 
The boat trip to the island includes a wonderful cruise around Bonventure which affords great views of the cliffs and 
nesting kittiwakes, murres and other seabirds. Seals are often seen below the cliffs. From the boat landing to the 
colony is about 45 minutes walk on groomed trails. It is uphill about half the way and some find the walk strenuous. 
We will take our time! On the trail and at the colony there are clean washrooms and a snack shop.




Booking information

There are a maximum of 10 places at the workshop so reserve your place early! For the best selection of rooms and 
chalets it is best to book early at the hotel as well. To book a place at the workshop, and for more information, please 
contact John Chardine: chardinephoto@gmail.com, (506) 364-2702, http://www.chardinephoto.ca, or David Elliott: 
davidelliott1952@gmail.com, (902) 690-5274.
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